
 Lee-on-the-Solent Junior School 
HOMEWORK POLICY 
In the context of this policy, “homework” refers to any work or activities which the pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers. 
Rationale 
At Lee-on-the-Solent Junior School, we believe homework is an important dimension of a child’s learning, for the following reasons. 
* It builds on and helps to further develop an effective partnership between home and school, which parents and other carers subscribe to through the home-school agreement 
* It consolidates and reinforces skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy 
* It makes positive use of all kinds of learning resources found in the home (including parents’ knowledge and expertise. 
* It extends school learning, for example through additional reading 
* As pupils get older, it helps them to develop the confidence, independence and self-discipline needed to study alone 
* In Year 6, it prepares pupils for the requirements of secondary school 

Aims 
Through this policy, we aim to: 
* Enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development 
* Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school 
* Ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility 
* Ensure the needs of individual pupils are taken into account 
* Ensure parents and other carers have a clear understanding about expectations both for the pupil and their own role in supporting homework 
* Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils 
* Extend and reinforce the learning experience via reinforcement, practice and revision 
* Provide opportunities for parents, pupils and school to work in partnership 
* Provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning experiences 
* Encourage children to develop useful work habits for the future 
* Prepare pupils for secondary transfer 

Over the years we have consistently found that the most successful pupils are those who have attended to their home learning, and have been supported at home.


The Parents’/Carers’ Role 
The involvement of parents and carers is highly valued. Advice is given to parents through year group letters sent at the beginning of the year. It is the parents/carers role to provide encouragement, resources and support and that they are not “cheating” if they help children in this way as one of the objectives of homework is to enable parents to become involved in their children’s work, providing guidance, assistance, ideas and quality control. The year group letter also sets out time expectations and information about when homework is set and due in, in that particular year group. 
At the beginning of the year, each child is also provided with a homework book in which homework is recorded most weeks. More complex tasks are often explained on a separate sheet. 
Homework is differentiated as appropriate and advice can be sought by the parents of children who are on the SEN register as to how to support their children with the work they bring home. 
How homework from extra groups fits in 
Children participating in groups such as maths extension, support groups for maths or writing including Early Bird maths/English, which involve work being set to do at home, are exempt from the corresponding regular homework for that subject set by the class teacher for the time they are working with that group. 
On the extended reading course in Year 5 (Clematis), it is made clear that there will be additional homework, although we ask parents to let their child’s Year 5 teacher know if children are struggling, in which case an adjustment can be made. In such cases, the class teacher will be responsible for ensuring homework demands are manageable and balanced. 
Pupils who are absent 
If a child is absent on the day that the homework is set then the homework will be made available for when the child returns. Particularly in Year 5 and Year 6, it is the child’s responsibility to collect their homework from the class teacher when they return. If the child is absent for a number of days then it is recognized that they will not have been able to complete the homework. 
If a child is absent for any length of time, for example with a broken leg, the teacher and parents/carers will agree what home learning might be appropriate for the period of absence. 
Teachers will not prepare home learning for a child who is being withdrawn from school for a family holiday.


Role of the class teacher 
Marking and feedback 
It is the role of the class teacher to: 
* Set up regular homework in an easy to follow routine which is understood by all the children. 
* Ensure homework is set consistently across a year group 
* Ensure any homework is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum being taught 
* Praise children who complete homework tasks to the best of their ability 
* Provide an explanation of homework tasks to parents/carers when necessary and give guidance about how they might assist or support their child. 
* Mark homework when necessary which might include marking the homework as a class, initialling the piece of work and giving oral feedback to the children 
* Inform parents/carers if there is an issue regarding homework. 

The recognition of children’s efforts is very important to maintain motivation and therefore homework is given feedback (oral or written) as soon as possible after it is handed in. Sometimes the class teacher will mark it individually and sometimes it is marked and discussed together in groups or as a class. Time is set aside to give oral feedback and to allow children to share homework with each other, where appropriate. External rewards such as house points or sticks are given at the class teacher’s discretion. 
Role of the child 
It is the role of the child to: 
* Ensure they have everything they need to complete their homework 
* Make sure they understand the tasks they have been set 
* Put in the same level of effort and presentation as would be expected of class work 
* Hand homework in on time 
* Take on board any feedback about their homework. 




Year 3 Homework Expectations.
Welcome to Year 3! This is your new homework book and you will have a piece of homework set every Friday that is due into school every Tuesday. 
Remember – when you are doing written work to include:
· Punctuation: full stops, capital letters, commas, question marks and exclamation marks.
· Connecting words: and, because, so, when, finally.
· Interesting words: enormous, as grey as an elephant, terrified.
· Different ways to start your sentences: Next, Suddenly, I.
In Year 3, we also practice our multiplication tables and spelling the common words. Each week you will find out what your new spellings are and which multiplication table to learn. Remember – you should learn the division facts too! 
Here is a weekly timetable to help you plan when to complete your homework. It is important to rest too, so don’t spend all evening on your homework!
	Day
	Suggested work

	Monday
	Read at home with a grown up.
Practise your spellings.

	Tuesday
	Read at home with a grown up.
Practise your multiplication tables.

	Wednesday
	Read at home with a grown up.
Practise your spellings.

	Thursday
	Read at home with a grown up.
Practise your multiplication tables.

	Friday
	Read at home with a grown up.
Complete homework from your book.


Remember – we also love to get other homework from you that you have chosen to do yourself. Tell us about any special trips you go on, can you find anything to add to our display for our topic?
Don’t forget, you can also log on to www.mathletics.co.uk at home to do extra practise, you log in will be sent home but if you forget you can always ask your teacher to print it again for you.
The Year 3 Team

Year 4 Homework Expectations.
Welcome to Year 4! This is your new homework book and you will have homework set every Friday that is due into school every Tuesday. 
Remember – when you are doing written work to include:
· Punctuation: full stops, capital letters, commas, question marks and exclamation marks.
· Connecting words: because, so, when, finally, then, until, if
· Different ways to start your sentences. 
In Year 4, we continue to practise our multiplication tables and spellings of common and more complex words. Remember you can always use Mathletics at home.
When completing maths homework, please use pencil as you would in class and when completing other homework use either pencil or a handwriting pen, not biro. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Here is a weekly timetable to help you plan when to complete your homework. 
	Day
	Suggested work

	Monday
	Read for at least 15 minutes.
Practise your spellings.
Get your homework book ready to bring in tomorrow.

	Tuesday
	Read for at least 15 minutes.
Practise your multiplication tables.

	Wednesday
	Read for at least 15 minutes.
Practise your multiplication tables.

	Thursday
	Read for at least 15 minutes.
Practise your multiplication tables.

	Friday
	Read for at least 15 minutes.
Practise your spellings.
Complete other homework.



The Year 4 Team


Year 5 Homework Expectations
When is Homework set?
Homework, also referred to in year 5 as Home Learning, will be set every Friday and due in on  the following Wednesday, unless told differently. Tasks will always be shared with children in class on a Friday so that each child is clear of the expectations. If children are still unsure as to what they are being asked to do then they are welcome to speak with their class teach prior to the day the task is due to be returned.
How long should we be spending on tasks?
Home learning tasks will usually be divided into four separate parts:
· Topic/English – This could be a range of activities. It may involve consolidating some learning from the week or introducing some new learning in preparation for the following week. This activity could be writing based, research based, a creative task or a thinking/ talking task. As a guide, this activity should take no more than 45 minutes.
· Maths – this will usually be an activity based on the week’s learning in class. It will be at a level suitable for the child. Sometimes we may ask children to practise a skill further using a website game, to solve a particular problem given to them or to develop and further their times tables recall.  As a guide, this activity should take no longer than 40 minutes, although this may be spread out over the week.
· Spelling or Grammar – Children will be introduced to a spelling focus for the week in a taught session in class on Fridays. They will then be given a task to further their understanding of the pattern or rule. This will usually take the form of a word list to practise but could also involve some further investigating. It may also be useful for children to practise using the words in context. As a guide, this should take no more than 30 minutes which could be spread over the course of the week.
· Reading – It is expected that children continue to access a range of reading opportunities at home and talk about what they have read with an adult. 
What might I see when my book is returned?
All tasks are important and, as such, are valued by your child’s teacher. The level of feedback children receive from their teacher may differ from task to task, depending on its content. In general, a positive comment summarising the child’s main achievement will be included. House points may be awarded for tasks returned promptly and to a good standard. As the main purpose of home learning tasks are to share and extend children’s in class learning with you at home, the feedback they receive will primarily be positive.
How much help are parents expected to give?
All tasks given to children are designed to be able to be completed independently. We would, however, encourage parents to take an interest in home learning and help children find starting points for tasks. This opens up a crucial dialogue as to what the children are learning in school and the areas they would most benefit from support in at home.
Remember :
· Title and date should always be written clearly at the top of each piece of home learning and underlined with a ruler.
· Maths should be done in pencil, showing working out. English or Topic should be written in pen.
· If you are having trouble with your home learning, don’t leave it too late to get the help you need!.
· If you are away on the day home learning is given out, it is your responsibility to find out what the homework is and complete it.

Year 6 Homework Expectations
Welcome to Year 6! This is your folder to hold all your homework books. Homework will be set every Friday and due in on Wednesdays, unless told differently. Instructions for homework will always be put on Wizkids in the year 6 folder. You will all have been given a login for Wizkid, but if you have forgotten it, your teacher will be able to give it to you again. If you cannot use a computer, a paper copy of the homework will be given to you. 
Generally you’ll be given three pieces of homework every week: 
1. Maths – this will be an activity based on the week’s learning in class. It will be at a level suitable for you. On Wizkids there will always be websites where you can find extra help or be able to practise the skills further. Sometimes we will just ask you to practise a skill further using a website game. This activity should take no more than 40 minutes. 
2. Topic/English – This could be a range of activities. It may be completing a piece of writing on Wizkids, carrying out some research or building on what you have learnt in class. Again this activity should take no more than 40 minutes. 
3. Spelling or Grammar – This may take the form of completing grammar practise sheets or completing a page in a revision book. Spellings will normally be based on a rule we have been learning in class. This should take no more than ½ an hour. 

Remember : 
* Title and date should always be written clearly at the top of each piece of homework. 
* Maths should be done in pencil, showing working out. 
* English or Topic should be written in pen. 
* If you are having trouble with your homework, don’t wait until Wednesday to tell your teacher. Have a go at the weekend and if you are stuck, speak to your teacher on Monday. 
* If you are away on the day homework is given out, it is your responsibility to find out what the homework is and complete it. 
